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FBI Jurisdiction in Active Shooter Incidents
Shortly after the tragic shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut in
December 2012, the FBI sought ways its personnel could better assist its law enforcement
partners. Two actions enhanced these efforts. First, the Investigative Assistance for Violent
Crimes Act of 2012, signed into law by the president in January 2013, permits the U.S. attorney
general—at the request of appropriate state or local law enforcement personnel—to provide
federal assistance during active shooter incidents and mass killings (defined by the law as three
or more people) in public places. The attorney general delegated this responsibility to the FBI.
Second, working with other cabinet agencies, the FBI is finding ways to help prevent and
respond to active shooters. The FBI—with the Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice
Assistance—teamed up with the Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training
(ALERRT) program, which was developed in Texas, supported by the state of Texas, and housed
at Texas State University. ALERRT has trained more than 114,000 law enforcement first
responders in a response protocol adopted by the FBI as the national standard for special agent
tactical instructors. In addition to offering ALERRT to first responders, FBI field offices are
bringing law enforcement command staff together to discuss best practices and lessons learned
from prior mass shooting incidents. These two-day conferences include discussions and
instructions related to specific aspects of active shooter incidents, including pre-event indicators
(i.e., behavioral analysis), complex crime scene management and evidence collection, crisis
management, victim assistance, media matters, and improvised explosive devices. To date, more
than 64,000 police chiefs, sheriffs, and law enforcement executives from state, local, tribal, and
campus law enforcement have participated in these conferences, which will be held on an
ongoing basis to ensure that the law enforcement community is prepared for future threats.
FBI field offices also host tabletop exercises—focusing on how to respond and recover from an
active shooter incident. These exercises bring together our partner federal agencies, state and
local law enforcement, fire services, emergency medical services, federal prosecutors, and
district, county, and states’ attorneys. Once an active shooter incident occurs, the FBI proactively
assists state, local, campus, and tribal law enforcement first responders to supplement resources
as needed. The FBI can send multiple investigators to the scene, integrate into the command
post, and/or mobilize and deploy evidence response teams, behavioral analysis and crisis
management personnel, bomb technicians, SWAT teams, and experts in working with the news
media. As appropriate, the FBI may also establish a command post at FBI Headquarters
composed of various operational and behavioral Bureau components. The FBI’s Law
Enforcement Enterprise Portal (LEEP) is an important element in the effort to provide access to
tools and resources for law enforcement, intelligence, and criminal justice communities by using
single sign-on technology. A primary LEEP component—the Law Enforcement Online (LEO)
website—offers a variety of active shooter materials for law enforcement agencies and other first
responders to help ensure preparedness for these types of events, including crisis resources, law
enforcement training, assistance on dealing with victims, and a directory of FBI field offices.

The Department of Homeland Security
Office of Infrastructure-Protective Security Advisors
The Department of Homeland Security has a vital mission: to secure the nation from the many threats
we face. This requires the dedication of more than 240,000 employees in jobs that range from aviation
and border security to emergency response, from cybersecurity analyst to chemical facility inspector. The
duties are wide-ranging, and the goal is clear - keeping America safe. There are five homeland security
missions:
1) Prevent Terrorism and Enhance Security
Protecting the American people from terrorist threats is the founding principle and highest priority.
The Department of Homeland Security's counterterrorism responsibilities focus on three goals: prevent
terrorist attacks; prevent the unauthorized acquisition, importation, movement, or use of chemical,
biological, radiological, and nuclear materials and capabilities within the United States; reduce the
vulnerability of critical infrastructure and key resources, essential leadership, and major events to terrorist
attacks and other hazards.
2) Secure and Manage United States Borders
The Department of Homeland Security secures the nation's air, land, and sea borders to prevent illegal
activity while facilitating lawful travel and trade. The Department's border security and management
efforts focus on three interrelated goals: effectively secure U.S. air, land, and sea points of entry;
safeguard and streamline lawful trade and travel; disrupt and dismantle transnational criminal and terrorist
organizations.
3) Enforce and Administer United States Immigration Laws
4) Safeguard and Secure Cyberspace
The Department has the lead for the federal government for securing civilian government computer
systems, and works with industry and state, local, tribal and territorial governments to secure critical
infrastructure and information systems. The Department works to: analyze and reduce cyber threats and
vulnerabilities; distribute threat warnings; and coordinate the response to cyber incidents to ensure that
computers, networks, and cyber systems remain safe.
5) Ensure Resilience to Disasters
The Office of Infrastructure Protection (IP)—leads the coordinated national program to reduce risks
to the Nation’s critical infrastructure posed by acts of terrorism. This office strengthens national
preparedness, timely response and rapid recovery in the event of an attack, natural disaster and or other
emergency. Critical infrastructure sectors include: agriculture and food, banking and finance, chemical,
critical manufacturing, defense industrial base, drinking water and waste water treatment systems,
emergency services, energy, information technology, national monuments and icons, postal and shipping
venues, public health and healthcare, telecommunications and transportation systems. In support of this
mission, the National Protection and Programs Directorate, Office of Infrastructure Protection (IP)
established the Protective Security Advisor (PSA) Program in 2004. During a domestic incident, the PSA
liaisons work with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Joint Field Offices (JFOS),
Regional Coordination Centers, and in State and county Emergency Operation Centers to provide
expertise on impacted sites, maintain situational awareness, prioritize and coordinate response efforts and
facilitate recovery. PSAs also partner with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the United
States Secret Service along with other departments.
Patrick Shaw-Protective Security Advisor for the Office of Infrastructure at the Department of Homeland
Security will be speaking at the Geauga Bluecoats Officer Training event coming up on May 18.

